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When We Were Very Young is a collection of poems by A.A. Milne that
celebrates the joys and adventures of childhood. First published in 1924,
the book has become a classic of children's literature, and its poems have
been recited and enjoyed by generations of young readers.

The poems in When We Were Very Young are written in a simple and
accessible style, with a rhythm and rhyme scheme that is both catchy and
memorable. Milne's use of language is playful and imaginative, and he
creates a vivid and enchanting world for young readers to explore.

The poems in When We Were Very Young cover a wide range of topics,
from the everyday experiences of childhood to the magical and fantastical.
There are poems about playing in the garden, going to the zoo, and having
tea parties. There are also poems about fairies, dragons, and other
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creatures of the imagination. Milne's poems capture the wonder and
innocence of childhood, and they celebrate the simple joys of life.

One of the most famous poems in When We Were Very Young is "Teddy
Bear." This poem tells the story of a young child who loves his teddy bear
very much. The child takes his teddy bear with him everywhere he goes,
and he shares all of his adventures with him. The poem is a celebration of
the special bond between a child and his or her favorite toy.

Another popular poem in When We Were Very Young is "The King's
Breakfast." This poem tells the story of a king who is very hungry for
breakfast. The king demands that his servants bring him all sorts of
delicious food, but he is still not satisfied. In the end, the king's breakfast is
saved by a simple bowl of bread and milk.

The poems in When We Were Very Young are full of humor, whimsy, and
imagination. Milne's poems capture the magic and wonder of childhood,
and they continue to delight young readers today.

Themes in When We Were Very Young

The poems in When We Were Very Young explore a variety of themes,
including:

The joys and adventures of childhood

The power of imagination

The importance of friendship

The love between a child and his or her parents

The innocence and wonder of childhood



Milne's poems celebrate the simple joys of childhood, such as playing in
the garden, going to the zoo, and having tea parties. He also explores the
power of imagination, and he creates a vivid and enchanting world for
young readers to explore. Milne's poems teach children about the
importance of friendship and the love between a child and his or her
parents.

Characters in When We Were Very Young

The poems in When We Were Very Young feature a variety of characters,
including:

Children

Parents

Teddy bears

Fairies

Dragons

Kings

Milne's characters are all unique and memorable. His children are full of
energy and enthusiasm, and they love to play and explore. His parents are
loving and supportive, and they always have time for their children. Milne's
teddy bears are loyal and cuddly, and they are always there for their
owners. His fairies are magical and mischievous, and they love to play
tricks on people. His dragons are fierce and powerful, but they are also kind
and gentle. His kings are wise and just, and they always put the needs of
their people first.



Language in When We Were Very Young

Milne's use of language in When We Were Very Young is simple and
accessible, with a rhythm and rhyme scheme that is both catchy and
memorable. He uses a variety of literary devices, such as similes,
metaphors, and personification, to create a vivid and enchanting world for
young readers to explore.

Milne's poems are full of humor, whimsy, and imagination. He uses playful
and unexpected language to create a world that is both familiar and
magical. Milne's poems are a delight to read aloud, and they are sure to
captivate young readers.

When We Were Very Young is a classic of children's literature that has
been enjoyed by generations of young readers. Milne's poems celebrate
the joys and adventures of childhood, and they capture the magic and
wonder of the world through the eyes of a child. When We Were Very
Young is a book that will be treasured by children of all ages.



Further Reading

A.A. Milne on the Poetry Foundation website

When We Were Very Young on Amazon.com
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