The Double Whammy Skink: A Literary
Masterpiece by Carl Hiaasen

In the realm of environmental fiction, Carl Hiaasen's "Double Whammy
Skink" stands as a literary masterpiece, weaving together a compelling
narrative with themes of environmental conservation, greed, and the power
of nature. First published in 2009, the novel has garnered critical acclaim
for its sharp wit, engaging characters, and thought-provoking exploration of
the human impact on the natural world. This article delves into the
intricacies of the novel, exploring its characters, plot, and the broader
implications it raises about humanity's relationship with the environment.
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Plot Summary

The story revolves around Skink, a talking Everglades ghost orchid, and
Twist, a determined young eco-activist. When a priceless diamond
necklace is discovered in the belly of a dead hogfish, Skink and Twist team
up to expose the corruption behind the find. Their investigation leads them
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to a cast of eccentric characters, including a greedy land developer, a
corrupt politician, and a ruthless trophy hunter. As they uncover a web of
environmental degradation, corporate greed, and political maneuvering,
Skink and Twist find themselves in a race against time to save the
endangered Everglades from destruction.

Characters

= Skink: The protagonist of the novel, Skink is a talking Everglades
ghost orchid with a sharp wit and a deep love for his home. Despite his
small size, he is a formidable ally to Twist in their fight against
environmental degradation.

= Twist: A young eco-activist, Twist is passionate about protecting the
environment. She is resourceful, determined, and willing to go to great
lengths to expose the truth behind the corruption surrounding the
Everglades.

= Blister: A greedy land developer, Blister is the epitome of corporate
greed. He is driven by profit and has no qualms about destroying the
environment for his own gain.

= Chaz: A corrupt politician, Chaz is in cahoots with Blister and turns a
blind eye to the environmental damage being done in exchange for
campaign contributions.

= Kirby: A ruthless trophy hunter, Kirby is obsessed with killing rare and
endangered animals. He represents the destructive power of human
vanity and the disregard for the value of wildlife.

= Jimmy: A young boy with a talent for finding rare plants, Jimmy
becomes an unlikely ally to Skink and Twist. He embodies the hope



and potential for future generations to make a difference in
environmental conservation.

Themes
Environmental Conservation

"Double Whammy Skink" is a powerful indictment of environmental
degradation and the greed that drives it. Hiaasen vividly portrays the
destruction of the Everglades, painting a stark picture of the consequences
of unchecked development and pollution. Through the characters of Skink
and Twist, he highlights the importance of protecting endangered species
and preserving the delicate balance of nature.

Greed

The novel also explores the corrosive effects of greed. Blister and Chaz are
prime examples of individuals who prioritize profit over the well-being of the
environment and the community. Their actions serve as a cautionary tale
about the dangers of unchecked ambition and the importance of ethical
decision-making.

The Power of Nature

Despite the grim realities of environmental degradation, "Double Whammy

Skink" also underscores the resilience and power of nature. Skink's survival
against all odds is a testament to the indomitable spirit of the natural world.

The novel suggests that even in the face of adversity, nature has the power
to fight back and reclaim its place.

Literary Significance



"Double Whammy Skink" is a significant contribution to the genre of
environmental fiction. It combines a gripping narrative with thought-
provoking themes, raising awareness about the urgent need to protect the
environment. Hiaasen's satirical wit and colorful characters make the novel
both entertaining and educational, appealing to a wide range of readers.

"Double Whammy Skink" is a timely and important novel that explores the
complex relationship between humanity and the natural world. Through its
engaging characters, gripping plot, and thought-provoking themes, the
novel serves as a powerful reminder of the importance of environmental
conservation and the dangers of greed and unchecked development. Carl
Hiaasen's masterpiece is a must-read for anyone concerned about the
future of our planet and the well-being of all its inhabitants.
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