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Nana Omar Khayyam (c. 1048 — c. 1131) was a celebrated Persian poet,
mathematician, philosopher, and astronomer who lived during the Seljuk
Empire's reign. He is one of the most widely-known and influential figures in
Persian literature.

Khayyam's life was as enigmatic as his poetry. He was born into a Shia
Muslim family in Nishapur, Khorasan (present-day Iran). His father was a
tent-maker, and young Khayyam initially studied Islamic law. However, his
passion for mathematics, philosophy, and astronomy led him to pursue
these fields instead.

Khayyam became a renowned scholar and a member of the court of Sultan
Malik-Shah I. He was a brilliant mathematician, and he made significant
contributions to algebra, geometry, and trigonometry. He was also a skilled
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astronomer and astrologer, and he designed a calendar that was more
accurate than the Julian calendar used in Europe at the time.

Khayyam's poetry is known for its beauty, wit, and wisdom. His most
famous work is the Rubaiyat, a collection of about 1,000 quatrains that
explore themes such as life, death, love, and the nature of the universe.
The Rubaiyat

The Rubaiyat is Khayyam's most famous work. It is a collection of about
1,000 quatrains that were written in the 11th century. The quatrains are
written in a simple, yet elegant style, and they are full of wisdom and
insight.

The Rubaiyat has been translated into many languages, and it has been a
source of inspiration for poets, writers, and philosophers for centuries.
Some of the most famous quatrains from the Rubaiyat include:

““"The Moving Finger writes; and, having writ, Moves on: nor all
thy Piety nor Wit Shall lure it back to cancel half a Line, Nor all
thy Tears wash out a Word of it."

"Yesterday This Day's Madness did prepare; To-morrow's
Silence, Triumph, or Despair: Drink! for you know not whence
you came, nor why: Drink! for you know not why you go, nor
where."

"A Jug of Wine, a Loaf of Bread—and Thou Beside me singing
in the Wilderness— Oh, Wilderness were Paradise enow!"”



The Rubaiyat is a complex and multifaceted work. It can be interpreted in
many different ways, and it has been the subject of much debate and
discussion. However, one thing is for sure: the Rubaiyat is a masterpiece of
Persian literature, and it is one of the most important works of world
literature.

Khayyam's Philosophy

Khayyam was a complex and enigmatic figure, and his philosophy is full of
paradoxes. He was a devout Muslim, but he also questioned the existence
of God. He was a brilliant mathematician and astronomer, but he also
believed in astrology. He was a hedonist who loved wine and women, but
he also wrote some of the most beautiful and profound poems about the
transience of life.

Khayyam's philosophy is often seen as a form of Sufism, a mystical branch
of Islam. Sufis believe that the only way to truly know God is through direct
experience. They seek to transcend the limits of the mind and the body,
and to achieve a state of union with the divine.

Khayyam's poetry is full of Sufi themes. He writes about the importance of
love, compassion, and forgiveness. He also writes about the futility of trying
to control the world. Ultimately, Khayyam's philosophy is a reminder that we
are all part of a larger mystery, and that the best we can do is to live our
lives to the fullest and to enjoy the beauty of the world around us.

Legacy

Nana Omar Khayyam is one of the most important and influential figures in
Persian literature. His poetry has been translated into many languages, and
it has been a source of inspiration for poets, writers, and philosophers for
centuries.



Khayyam's legacy is not only literary. He was also a brilliant mathematician,
astronomer, and philosopher. His work in these fields has had a lasting
impact on the development of science and thought.

Nana Omar Khayyam is a complex and enigmatic figure, but he is also one
of the most important and influential figures in Persian literature. His poetry
is full of beauty, wit, and wisdom, and it has been a source of inspiration for
people all over the world for centuries.
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