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Schiller

VOLUME TWO

Don Carlos
Mary Stuart

TRANSLATED BY ROBERT DAVID MACDONALD

OBEROMN CLASSICS

Friedrich Schiller's Don Carlos, published in 1787, stands as a towering
achievement in German literature, captivating readers for centuries with its
intricate historical setting, complex characters, and timeless themes.

Immerse yourself in the world of Don Carlos, an epic tragedy that unfolds
against the backdrop of 16th-century Spain, where the clash of political
ideologies, religious fervor, and forbidden love ignite a captivating drama.
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Historical Context

Don Carlos is set during the reign of King Philip Il of Spain, a period
marked by the Spanish Inquisition, religious turmoil, and the struggle for
power between the Spanish monarchy and the Catholic Church.

Schiller masterfully weaves historical events into his narrative, exploring the
impact of the Spanish Inquisition on people's lives, the conflicts between
Spain and the Netherlands, and the role of the Catholic Church in shaping
society.

Characters: A Tapestry of Intrigue

Don Carlos presents a rich cast of characters that embody the complexities

of human nature.
= Don Carlos: The titular character, a young prince whose idealism and
passion conflict with the harsh realities of court life.

= King Philip Il: A complex and enigmatic figure, torn between his role
as a monarch and his personal relationships.

= Queen Elizabeth: Don Carlos' stepmother, a sophisticated and
ambitious woman who harbors a secret love for her stepson.

= Rodrigo, Marquis of Posa: A close friend of Don Carlos, a brilliant
and compassionate man who fights for justice.

=  The Grand Inquisitor: A ruthless and fanatical figure who represents

the oppressive power of the Catholic Church.

These characters interact in a web of forbidden love, political intrigue, and
religious conflict, creating a captivating drama that keeps readers on the



edge of their seats.

Themes: Timeless Resonances

Don Carlos delves into profound themes that transcend time and place:

= The Conflict Between Individual Freedom and Political Power:
Don Carlos' struggle to assert his autonomy against the repressive
forces of the monarchy.

= The Dangers of Religious Intolerance: The play exposes the horrors
of the Spanish Inquisition and the destructive consequences of
religious fanaticism.

= The Power of Love: Don Carlos and Elizabeth's forbidden love
becomes a symbol of hope and human connection in a world of
darkness.

=  The Importance of Idealism: Rodrigo, Marquis of Posa, represents
the power of idealism and the fight for justice, even in the face of
adversity.
Oberon Classics Edition
Oberon Classics presents a remarkable edition of Don Carlos, meticulously
edited and annotated to enhance the reader's experience.

This edition features:

= by Professor John Fuegi: Provides historical and literary context,
shedding light on the play's significance.



=  Extensive Footnotes: Clarifies historical references, cultural nuances,
and literary allusions.

= Succinct Glossary: Explains unfamiliar terms and concepts.

= Enduring Legacy: An essay exploring the play's lasting impact on
literature and culture.

Don Carlos is a masterpiece of historical fiction, a timeless exploration of
human conflict, love, and the limits of power. Through its richly developed
characters, gripping plot, and profound themes, this classic play continues
to resonate with readers today.

Immerse yourself in the world of Don Carlos with Oberon Classics'
exceptional edition, a testament to the enduring power of great literature.
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