
Bach BWV 1031: A Comprehensive Analysis
and Appreciation of Tzvi Erez's Piano
Transcription
: The Legacy of J.S. Bach's Works

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) is widely regarded as one of the
greatest composers of all time. His vast oeuvre includes works for a variety
of instruments, from the organ and harpsichord to the violin and orchestra.
Among his most famous works are the "Well-Tempered Clavier," the
"Brandenburg Concertos," and the "Goldberg Variations."

Bach's music has been transcribed for many different instruments,
including the piano. One of the most notable piano transcriptions of Bach's
works is Tzvi Erez's transcription of the "Prelude and Fugue in E minor"
(BWV 1031).
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Tzvi Erez (born 1954) is an Israeli pianist and composer. He is known for
his innovative piano transcriptions of Baroque and Classical music. Erez's
transcriptions are highly regarded for their faithfulness to the original works,
as well as their pianistic brilliance.

Erez's transcription of the "Prelude and Fugue in E minor" (BWV 1031) is a
particularly impressive example of his work. The transcription captures the
spirit and grandeur of Bach's original work, while also making it accessible
to pianists of all levels.

Analysis of the Prelude

The prelude is written in the key of E minor and is in a free form. It begins
with a slow, somber melody that is repeated several times. This melody is
followed by a more lively section that features rapid sixteenth-note
passages. The prelude ends with a return to the original melody.

Erez's transcription of the prelude is very faithful to the original work. He
retains the same key, tempo, and overall structure. However, he does make
some minor changes to the ornamentation and phrasing in order to make
the piece more suitable for the piano.

Analysis of the Fugue

The fugue is written in the key of E minor and is in a four-part form. The
fugue begins with a subject that is stated in the bass voice. This subject is
then imitated by the other voices in a series of strettos. The development
section of the fugue is very elaborate and features a variety of contrapuntal
techniques.



Erez's transcription of the fugue is also very faithful to the original work. He
retains the same key, tempo, and overall structure. However, he does make
some minor changes to the voicing and ornamentation in order to make the
piece more suitable for the piano.

Appreciation of the Transcription

Tzvi Erez's transcription of the "Prelude and Fugue in E minor" (BWV 1031)
is a masterpiece of piano transcription. It is a faithful and brilliant rendering
of Bach's original work that makes it accessible to pianists of all levels.

The prelude is a beautiful and moving piece that is perfect for meditation or
relaxation. The fugue is a complex and challenging piece that will test the
skills of even the most advanced pianists.

I highly recommend this transcription to anyone who loves Bach's music or
who is interested in learning more about piano transcription.

Tzvi Erez's transcription of the "Prelude and Fugue in E minor" (BWV 1031)
is a valuable addition to the repertoire of piano music. It is a faithful and
brilliant rendering of Bach's original work that makes it accessible to
pianists of all levels.

I hope that this article has given you a better understanding of this beautiful
piece of music and the talented musician who transcribed it.
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